NOTE: Discussions between local governments and the proposer about the need for infrastructure
improvements shall not limit the ability of a local government to later determine to use standard
procurement procedures to meet its infrastructure needs. The local government retains the right to reject
any proposal at any time prior to the execution of an interim or comprehensive agreement.
SEC. 1-10-69 CRITERIA
ADVISORS.

FOR

IDENTIFYING

AND

APPOINTING

INDEPENDENT

Unsolicited proposals, which have technical, complex or specialized information, may require additional
support from one or more third-party independent advisors to assist in their evaluation and review.
Independent advisors may include attorneys, financial advisors, engineering consultants or other advisers
or consultants as determined by Augusta, Georgia, in its sole discretion, to be reasonably required to
review any unsolicited proposal. Independent advisors shall have no affiliation with the private entity
submitting an unsolicited proposal.
SEC. 1-10-70 CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING FEES.
A private entity assumes all risk in submission of an unsolicited proposal, and Augusta, Georgia shall not
incur any obligation to reimburse a private entity for any costs, damages, or loss of intellectual property
incurred by a private entity in the creation, development, or submission of a proposal or unsolicited
proposal for a qualifying project.
Augusta, Georgia shall charge and retain an initial proposal-processing fee equal to $100 to be paid by the
proposer prior to the review of an unsolicited proposal.
In addition, the Augusta, Georgia may charge and retain a reasonable fee to cover the costs of reviewing
and evaluating an unsolicited proposal. If it is determined by Augusta, Georgia that one or more
independent advisors shall be engaged to assist the Evaluation Committee in its review of the unsolicited
proposal, as provided in Augusta, GA Code Sec. 1-10-69 above, fees of all such independent advisors
shall be paid by the proposer. The estimated fees of Augusta, Georgia and such independent advisors
shall be provided to the proposer for approval prior to the engagement of such advisors to review the
proposal or the review and evaluation of an unsolicited proposal.

SEC. 1-10-71 PROCEDURES FOR DETERMINING RELEASE OF INFORMATION IN
UNSOLICITED PROPOSAL.
Augusta, Georgia, in its sole discretion, may use any portion of an unsolicited proposal in
preparing a request for proposal as described in AUGUSTA, GA CODE Sec. 1-10-72 below.

Phase III
SEC. 1-10-72 REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS.
Within sixty (60) days of receipt of a recommendation from the Evaluation Committee as provided in
AUGUSTA, GA CODE Sec. 1-10-68 above, the Board of Commission shall decide whether to approve or
reject such unsolicited proposal. If The Board of Commission approves the unsolicited proposal, it shall
seek competing proposals for the qualifying project, by issuing a request for proposal due in not less than
one hundred twenty (120) days.
The request for proposal shall include the criteria for selecting among competing proposals as provided
in AUGUSTA, GA CODE Sec. 1-10-74 below.
Guidelines for the Review and Approval of Unsolicited Proposals
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During evaluation, the Local Government may seek written clarification from any proposer regarding the
contents of the proposer’s response. A request for written clarification may be made when a proposer’s
response contains conflicting information or is so ambiguous that it is possible for a reasonable person to
attribute different meanings to the ambiguous portion of the proposer’s response. A request for written
clarification may not be used to negotiate (i.e., request the supplier to revise or improve the proposer’s
response). Written clarifications received from the supplier will become part of that proposer’s response.

SEC. 1-10-73 PROCEDURES FOR POSTING AND PUBLISHING NOTICE OF THE
OPPORTUNITY TO OFFER COMPETING PROPOSALS.
Notices for requests for proposals for qualifying projects shall be posted conspicuously in the Augusta,
Georgia Procurement’ Office and shall be advertised in the legal organ of the county and by electronic
means on an Internet website of the Augusta, Georgia (www.augustaga.gov) or an Internet website
identified by the governmental entity which may include the Georgia Procurement Registry as provided
by OCGA §50-5-69. Such notices shall be posted by the Local Government in a consistent manner with
other notices posted for public works bidding.
Notices for requests for proposals that are advertised in the legal organ shall be advertised a minimum of
two times, with the first advertisement occurring at least ninety (90) days prior to the deadline for receipt
of competing proposals. The second advertisement shall follow no earlier than six (6) weeks from the first
advertisement.
Notices for requests for proposals that are advertised solely on the Internet shall be posted continuously
at least ninety (90) days prior to the deadline for receipt of competing proposals. Inadvertent or
unintentional loss of Internet service during the advertisement period shall not require the contract award,
bid, or proposal opening to be delayed.

Phase IV
SEC. 1-10-74 PROCEDURES FOR PROCESSING, REVIEW AND CONSIDERATION
OF COMPETING PROPOSALS.
After the deadline for the receipt of competing proposals, the Local Government shall reconvene
the evaluation committee to review, evaluate and score the responses.
The criteria to be used in the evaluation of competing proposals for a qualifying project shall be
determined by the evaluation committee of the Local Government prior to submitting a request
for proposal for such qualifying project. The evaluation committee of Augusta, Georgia shall
establish a scoring matrix for review of responses to a request for proposal. The scoring matrix
can be weighted in any fair manner to adequately assess the critical elements of a proposal, with
the most likely highest weighted categories being (a) project financing and (b) qualifications and
experience.
There are several factors that Augusta, Georgia may use when evaluating and selecting an
unsolicited proposal, including, but not limited to, the following:
(1)

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE – Factors to be considered to
determine whether the proposer possesses the requisite qualifications and
experience include:
(a)
(b)

Experience with similar projects;
Demonstration of ability to perform work;
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