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Endorsement by the ARTS MPO Policy Committee - March 5, 2015  
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One of the first steps in the LRTP process is to analyze socioeconomic data to develop 

current and forecast future conditions for the four counties within the MPO. The 

socioeconomic data is then modeled and used to predict travel patterns. The outputs of this 

model help in creating the future vision and transportation needs of our region.  

 

The four counties were tasked with developing their own socioeconomic data for both the 

Base Year of 2010 and the Plan Year of 2040. The data is combined to fit into one regional 

model that is then checked for its reasonableness. Although each county individually 

created their Base Year data and Plan Year projections, many of the data sources and 

methodology followed is consistent.  The majority of socioeconomic data came from the US 

Census Bureau and various state sources. 

 

Both Aiken County and Edgefield County provided data at the Traffic Analysis Zone (TAZ) 

level from the South Carolina Statewide Model (SWM) through the South Carolina State 

Data Center. This data was provided for both 2010 and 2040. The data was then reviewed 

and manually edited by local planning staff in order to create a more accurate result.  

 

2010 Base Year Data  

The selected base year for the model is 2010. Although the LRTP is written in the current 

timeframe of 2014-2015, 2010 provides the most accurate data available at the smallest 

geographic scale possible through the 2010 Decennial Census. Table E.1 below provides the 

main sources for the various socioeconomic categories.   
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Table E.1: Base Year Socioeconomic Data Source 

 

 
 

Socioeconomic data in TAZs was rounded off if any fractions were found. This created a 

slight difference from the overall control totals. After county-created data tables were 

completed, the data was combined for the region and reviewed for reasonableness by 

GDOT. Data variables reviewed included the following:  

A regional level review of:  

¶ Total Population. 

¶ Total Households. 

¶ Total Employees and Employees 

by Category. 

¶ Total Students. 

 

Individual TAZ-level review of:  

¶ TAZs with no socioeconomic data. 

¶ Persons per Household Ratio. 

¶ Household Density. 

¶ Population Density. 

¶ Student to Service Employment 

Ratio. 

¶ Employment Relative to Acreage. 

¶ School Enrollment.  
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Any flagged TAZs were reviewed by local planning staff to determine reasonableness. Flagged TAZs were 

left as is with a reason noted; or manually edited to reflect a more reasonable value.  

 

2040 Plan Year Data 

Forecasts at the individual county level used data from state provided sources. These sources include the 

Georgia Planning and Budget Office (GPBO), Regional Economic Models Incorporated  (REMI) regional 

forecasts provided from GDOT, South Carolina State Data Center, and Woods and Poole. A breakdown of 

the sources associated with each county is provided in Table A.2.  

 
Table A.2: Plan Year Socioeconomic Data Source 

 

 
 

Each county individually created their own forecasts. However, it was important to use consistent 

sources when possible in order to provide for a growth model that reflects the region as a whole. The 

South Carolina model provided a consistent methodology for both Aiken and Edgefield Counties. For the 

Georgia methodology, a combination of two state sources was used to create the population projections. 

GPBO population projections appeared high for the local area while the REMI projections were more 

conservative. A combination of the two sources provides a reasonable growth assumption for the area.   

The methodology used for the projections was reviewed by GDOT before allocations were made to the 

individual TAZs. Once approved, the socioeconomic data was allocated to the TAZs based on historical 

growth patterns, open land, and local knowledge.  

 

 

 






























































































