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The following guidelines offer general recommendations
for the design of all new buildings in Summerville’s His-
toric District. The intent of these guidelines is not to be
overly specific or to dictate certain designs to owners and
designers. The intent is also not to encourage copying or
mimicking particular historic styles although some prop-
erty owners may desire a new home designed in a form
that respects the existing historic styles of the neighbor-

‘hood. In general, popularized historic styles currently

used by buﬂders such as "Williamsburg" or "Georgian"
and other early periods are not appropriate for Summervﬂle
since they are not part of its architectural tradition.
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These guidelines are intended to provide a general de-
sign framework for new construction. Good designers
can take these clues and have the freedom to design ap-
propriate, new architecture for Summerville’s historic dis-
trict. These criteria are all important when considering
whether proposed new buildings are appropriate and com-
patible; however, the degree of importance of each crite-
rion varies within each area as conditions vary. For in-
stance, setback, scale and height may be more important
than roof forms or materials since there is more variety of
the latter criteria on most streets.

PLEASE NOTE: The guidelines in this chapter apply
only to the design of the new building itself, and Chapter
II: Guidelines for-Building Site should be consulted. Also,
these guidelines_for new construction have been devel-
oped for any new residences of Summerville. See Chap-
ter V: Guidelines for Commercial Buildings, for advice

on new commercial structures.

The guidelines in this chapter do not pertain to certain types
of institutional buildings such as schools, libraries, and
churches. These buildings due to their function and com-
munity symbolism usually are of a distinctive design. Their
scale is often more monumental and their own massing and
orientation relate to the particular use within the building.
For this reason, the design of any new such institutional build-
ing in the neighborhood would not follow these residential
guidelines but should relate more to traditional designs of
that particular building type.
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MASSING AND BuiLbinG FooTPRINT

Mass is the overall bulk of a building and footprint is the
land area it covers. In Summerville, there are large houses
on large lots, medium-sized houses on medium sized lots
and small houses on small lots. The nature of the mass
will be further defined by other criteria in this chapter
such as height, width and directional expression.

New construction in
residential areas that is

59/ visible from the public
right-of-way should re-
late in footprint and mass to the
majority of surrounding historic

dwellings.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

S,

NOT RECOMMENDED

Summerville Historic Disirict Guidelines
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COMPLEXITY OF ForM

A building’s form, or shape, can be simple (a box) or
complex (a combination of many boxes or projections
and indentations). The level of complexity usually relates
directly to the style or type of building.

In general use forms
for new comnstruction
that relate to the ma-
jority of sun'oundmg
residences.
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SIMPLE COMPLEX
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DIRECTIONAL EXPRESSION

This guideline addresses the relationship of height and
width of the front elevation of a building mass. A build-
ing is horizontal, vertical, or square in its proportions. Resi-
dential buildings’ orientation often relates to the era and
style in which they were built. Twentieth century designs
often have horizontal expression. From the Victorian era
after the Civil War through the turn-ofthe-century, do-
mestic architecture is usually 2 or 2-1/2 stories with a more
vertical expression.

\ Innew construction,
} respect the direc-
2%/ tional expression (or
overall relationship
of height to width) of surround-
ing historic buildings. The di-
rectional expression of most
buildings in Summerville is
horizontal.

VERTICAL

HORIZCNTAL
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ORIENTATION

Orientation refers to the direction in which the front of a

building faces.

Front elevations ori-
should orient its fa- ented to side streets or
cade in the same di- “&&B8¥/ to the interior of lots
rection as adjacent should be discouraged.
historic buildings.

New construction

S Y AR

NOT RECOMMENDED

Summerville Historic District Guidelines




HeicHT AND WIDTH

The actual size of a new building can either contribute to
or be in conflict with a historic area. While zoning allows
up to 25 feet in height, houses in the historic district for
the most part range from one to three stories.

New construction The width of new con-

proportions should struction should be
respect the average ¥ 7/ proportional to the
height and width of . width of the lot. Large
the majority of existing neigh- new dwellings should not be con-
boring buildings in the district. structed on smal] Jots.

e
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SCALE

Height and width also create scale, or the relationship
between the size of a building and the size of a person.
Scale also can be defined as the relationship of the size of
a building to neighboring buildings and of a building to
its site. The design features of a building can reinforce a
human scale or can create a monumental scale. In
Summerville, there is a variety of examples of scale. For
instance a house with the same overall height and width
may have monumental scale due to a two-story portico
while a more human scale may be created by a one-story

porch.

Provide features on new
construction-that rein-
%/ force scale and charac-

ter of the subarea within
the district, whether human or
monumental, by including ele-
ments such as porches, porticos
and decorative features.

Summerville Historic District Cuidelines
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Roof

Roof design, materials and 't|extures are prominent ele-
ments in the historic district. Common roof forms in-
clude hipped, gable, and gambrel roofs as well as combi-
nations of the above. In general, the roof pitch is as im-
portant as roof type in defining district character. Com-
mon roof materials in the historic district include clay
tiles, metal, slate and composition shingles.

N, When designing new
! houses, respect the
X&) character of roof types

and pitches in the im-
mediate area around the new
construction.

et

Z22, For mew construction
<¥d) i the historic district
use traditional roofing
materials such as clay
tiles, metal or slate. If using com-
position asphalt shingles use tex-
tured type shingles that resemble
slate or wood shingles.

His

\

Summerviil

toric District Guidelines
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Opemngs Doors &

Windows

Traditionally designed houses found in Summerville have
distinctive window types and patterns, and doorway de-
signs often relate to the architectural style of the historic

dwelling.
The rhythm, patterns,

and ratio of solids
(walls) and voids (win-
dows and doors) of
new buildings should relate to
and be compatible with adjacent
facades. The majority of exist-
ing buildings in Summerville’s
historic district have a higher pro-
portion of wall area to void.

The size and propor-
tion, or the ratio of
width to height of win-
dow and door open-
ings of new buildings’ primary
facades should be similar and
compatible with those on facades
of surrounding historic buildings.

Window types should
be compatible with
those found in the dis-
trict, which are typi-
cally some form of double-hung
or casement sash.

Traditionally designed
openings generally
have a recessed jamb
on masonry buildings
and have a surface-mounted
frame on frame buildings. New
construction should follow these
methods in the historic district
as opposed to designing open-
ings that are flush with the rest
of the wall.

Proportion of solid and void is an
important consideration in
designing new construction |

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREREEREREEEEEEEE BT

Many entrances of
! Summerville’s historic
buildings have special
features such as tran-
soms, sidelights, and decorative
elements framing the openings.
Consideration should be given to
incorporating such elements in
new construction.

If small paned win-
1 dows are used in a
new construction
project, they should
have true divided lights and not
use clip-in fake muntin bars.

Stimmcrvﬂk* ihstom, Dmmct (,mdchnc's
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Porches and Porticos

Many of Summerville’s historic houses have some type of
porch or portico. There is much variety in the size, loca-
tion, and types of these features and this variety relates to
the different residential architectural styles.

Since porches and por-
ticos are such a promi-
nent part of the resi-
dential areas of the dis-
trict, strong consideration should
be given to including a porch or
similar form in the design of any
new residence in the neighbor-
hood.

Snmmerville Histarie Dicriet Cnidelines
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Materials and Texture

There is a rich variety of building materials and textures
found throughout Summerville including stucco, brick,
stone, wood siding and wood shingles. Some residences
have combination of several materials depending on the
architectural style of the house.

The selection of
materials and tex- materials such as
tures for a new =+ tabby are not found
dwelling should be in Summerville's
compatible with and historic styles and should not

complement neighboring be used in the district.
historic buildings.

Historically based

In order to
strengthen the tra-
ditional image of
the residential ar-
eas of the historic district,

BOARD & BATTON
brick, stucco, and wood sid- = ‘ ‘ —
3 5 T ]1 1] ’T - — - - — T . - " . L T
ing and shingles are the }[[= e B e e T T
1T T T S — :
most appropriate materials {jji————r — e e ———
" . L e Trr L —— T s oo e -
for new buildings. e = e
. “ : L I'IIJ'I:I‘ b Ill - H ,“‘ 4}:1]‘]]1'1’]['1 "[Irl
. . LI“‘i,liljrylrr ‘ IIEVT ;r — Li‘;!:liltilfr
Synthetic sidings }|lm—=—r=—= ——— T
such as Vinyl are BRICK-FLEMISH BOND BRICK-RUNNING BOND BRICK-COMMON BOND

not historic clad- (

ding materials in Jb—/llj_\ L
the historic district and their = G [
use should be avoided. D )

||
GERMAN WOOD SIDING WOOD SIDING STONE

AL

Summerville Historic District Cuidelines
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Color

The selection and use of colors for a new building should
be coordinated and compatible with adjacent buildings.
For more information on colors traditionally used on his-
toric structures and the placement of color on a building

see Chapter III: Guidelines for Residential Rehabilita-
tion.

Summerville Historic District Guidelines




106 NEw CONSTRUCTION AND ADDITIONS

:es'
'Q

®E Y

BN EEEEEEE R

Archltectural Details and Decoratlve I“eatures

The details and decoration of Summerville’s historic build-
ings vary tremendously with the different styles, periods,
and types. Such details include cornices, roof overhang,
chimneys, lintels, sills, brackets, masonry patterns, shut-
ters, entrance decoration, and porch elements. The im-
portant factor to recognize is that many of the older build-
ings in the district have decoration and noticeable details.

It is a challenge to create new designs that use historic
details successfully. One extreme is to simply copy the
complete de51gn of a historic building and the other is to

“paste on” historic details on a modern unadorned de-
sign. Neither solution is appropriate for designing archi-
tecture that relates to its historic context and yet still reads
as a contemporary building. More successful new build-
ings may take their clues from historic images and reintro-
duce and reinterpret designs of traditional decorative ele-
ments.

The inside covers of this publication have collages of de-
tails from Summerville as do many other illustrations and
photographs throughout the guidelines to serve as a source
for new designs.
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Guidelines For Additions

An exterior addition to a historic building may radically
alter its appearance. Before an addition is planned, every
effort should be made to accommodate the new use within
the interior of the existing building. When an addition is
necessary, it should be designed and constructed in a man-
ner that will complement and not detract from the charac-
ter defining features of the historic building.

These guidelines for additions apply to schools, churches,
and other institutional buildings as well as houses and
commercial buildings in the Summerville historic district.
The design of new additions should follow the guidelines
for new construction on all elevations that are prominently
visible (as described elsewhere in this section). There are
several other considerations that are specific-td new addi-
tons in the historic district and are listed below.

Function
Attempt to accommo-

Replication of
Style

date needed functions

within the existing -

structure without building an
addition.

Design

} New additions should
not destroy historic
materials that character-
ize the property. The new work
should be differentiated from the
old and should be compatible with
the massing, size, scale, and archi-
tectural features to protect the his-
toric integrity of the property and
its environment.

" Anew addition should

not be an exact copy
of the design of the existing his-
toric building. If the new addi-
tion appears to be a part of the
existing building, the integrity of
the original historic design is

compromised and the viewer is

confused over what is historic
and what is new. The design of
new additions can be compatible
with and respectful of existing
buildings without being a mim-
icry of their original design.

Summerville Historic District Guidelines

Materials and
Features

»# Use materials, win-
dows, doors, architectural detail-
ing, roofs, and colors which are
compatible with the existing his-
toric building.
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Cmdehnes for Additions

NOT RECOMMENDED

EXISTING FOUSE
ADDITIC!

ya

Attachment to

Existing Building
Wherever possible,
new additions or al-
terations to existing buildings
and structures shall be done in
such a manner that, if such ad-
ditions or alterations were to
be removed in the future, the

RECCMMENDED

essential form and integrity of
the building or structure would
be unimpaired. Therefore, the
new design should not use the
same wall plane, roof line or
cornice line of the existing
structure.

RECOMMENDED

EXISTING HOUSE
ADPDITICN

/

NOT RECCMMENDED

Size

§ Limit the size of the
addition so that it
does not visually

overpower the exist-
ing building.
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Guidelines for Additions

STEPPED "L"

ADDITION ————-D

EXISTING HOUSE —————

EXISTING HOUSE WITH NARROW PLAN

LARGE LEFT CENTER RIGHT
BLCCK WING

ADDITION —————

EXISTING HOUSE ———D

EXISTING HOUSE WITH MEDIUM PLAN

e
v

STEPPED L'

ADDITION —D ¢

EXISTING HOUSE —

EXISTING HOUSE WITH WIDE PLAN

Location THE ABOVE ARE EXAMPLES OF THE MANY POSSIBLE LOCATIONS
AND CONFIGURATIONS OF ADDITIONS ACCORDING TO THE SCALE
Attempt to locate OF THE EXISTING HOUSE.

the addition on rear
or side elevations or in a man-
ner that makes them visually
'secondary to the primary el-
‘evation of the historic house.
If the addition is located on a
primary elevation facing the
street or if a rear addition faces
a street, parking area, or an im-
‘portant pedestrian route, the
facade of the addition should
‘be treated under the new con-
struction guidelines.

Summerville Historic District Guidelines




