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There is a wide range of residential building styles in
Summerville that give the historic district its distinctive
character. In order to evaluate the appropriateness of a
design change, it is necessary to understand the character-
istics of the styles of the residential buildings as shown in
the “Owning Property in Summerville” chapter of these
guidelines.

For guidelines on site improvements see Chapter II, "Build-
ing Site", for further information.

The following guidelines are designed to insure that any
rehabilitation project respects that overall appearance of
the existing building as well as the details that give it so
much of its character.
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Foundation

The|foundation forms the base of a building. On many
buildings it is indistinguishable from the walls of the build-
ing while on others it is a different material or texture or is
raisgd well above ground level.
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Keep crawl space vents
open so that air flows

freely.

e,
5
&

R

S

L)

L

CX
ORI X
RN
&5

44

'+,
(2
P

250
ot
ot}

&

e

FRRS
5090503
eheS05
=+, 2522
250525256
o
SRR
LR
X

-
P55
T
>

P 0
*
b

Retain any decorative
vents that are original
to the building.

Insure that land is
graded so that water
flows away from the
foundation and if nec-
essary install drains
around the founda-
tion.
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Remove any vegeta- The separation between the brick
tion that may cause foundation and the wall of the house is
. expressed with a stucco band. Vents
structural disturbances =" ~ e = d. Vent
the foundar such as these snouid be open to insure
at the loundaton. proper ventilation of crawi spaces.
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Where masonry has

R e

IR deteriorated, take .

Nisiid steps as outlined in the :
masonry section of this
guideline.
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RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION 71

Entrances, Porches and Doors

Entrances and porches are often the primary focal points
of a historic house and, because of their decoration and
articulation, help define the style of the building. En-
trances are functional and ceremonial elements for all build-
ings. Porches have traditionally been a social gathering

int as well as a transition area between the exterior and
interior of the residence. The important focal point of an
eptrance or porch is the door. Summerville has a very
rich variety of all of these elements.
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| RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION

Entrances, Porches and Doors
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TOP: A Victorian porch with turnea and TOP. A bungalow porch with dramatic
carved details. battereapiers.
ABOVE: A Classical porcn with <urrea ABCVE: Another cizssicai porch, this
balusters ana Tuscan coiumns. exampie with z aracefui bow shape.

neavy timper brackets and exposed
Eaves.

RIGHT: A Spanish Eclectic styled
recessed entrance with decerative
arcn and columns in antis.




Entrances Dorches and Doors

TypicaL Door TYPES
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Coloniai Revival
entrance with fanlight ana

Soiid deor found on
Mission styie house

Doorway with transom

sidelignts

Classical entrance with
paneled deor and

flanking columns

I

Soiia arcrea door of
Tudor styie nouse

founa on Soanish Eclectic
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Wood door with large hinges

Inspect masonry,
wood, and metal of

e

porches and entrances
for signs of rust, peel-

ing paint, wood deterioration,
gpen joints around frames, dete-
Tiorating putty, and inadequate
dauiking, and improper drainage.
Correct any of these conditions.

hardware and locks that are origi-
nal or important to the historical
evolution of the building.

2, Repair damaged ele-
; ments, and matching
/ the detail of the existing

original fabric. Reuse

>, Replace an entire porch
. only if it is too deterio-
/ rated to repair or is

completely missing.

The new porch should match the
original as closely as possible in
materials, size, and detail.
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Do not strip enrances
and porches of his-
toric material and de-
tails. Give more im-
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Avoid substituting the
original doors with
stock size doors that
do not fit the opening
erly or do not blend with
tyle of the house. Retain

Avoid removing or
radically changing en-
trances and porches
important in defining

re that the new treatment
matghes or blends with the origi-
nal [style or character of the

Side porches are typical on mary of the
nousds in Augusta.

RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION

\trances, Porches and Doors

Do mnot enclose
porches on primary
elevations and avoid
enclosing porches on
secondary elevations in a man-
ner that radically changes its his-
toric appearance.

When installing storm
or screen doors insure
that they relate to the
character of the exist-
ing door. They should be a
simple design where lock rails
and styles are similar in place-
ment and size. Avoid using alu-
minum colored storm doors. If
the existing storm door is alumi-
num, consider painting it to
match existing door. Use a zinc
chromate primer before painting
to insure adhesion.

A porte-cochere is often found on
Coloniai Revivai houses. This porch-like
structure was created to provide a
sheitered entry for automobile
occupants.

Summerville Historic District Guidelines
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QESIDENTIAL REHAEILITATION

Wmdows

Windows add light to the interior of a building, provide
Ventilation, and allow a visual link to the outside. They
so play a major part in defining a building’s particular
tyle. Because of the wide variety of architectural styles
d periods of construction within the district there is a
orresponding variation of styles, types, and sizes of win-
ows.

indows are one of the major character-defining features
n residential buildings and can be varied by different
esigns of sills, panes, sashes, lintels, decorative caps, and
utters. They may occur in regular intervals or in asym-
etrical patterns. Their size may highlight various bay
ivisions in the building. All of the windows may be the
e in one house or there may be a variety of types
which give emphasis to certain parts of the building.

TypicaL Six LicHT ovER ONE LicHT DouBLE HunG Sasg WINDOwW
Frame e %~ ‘q Decorative cap or lintel
Muntin s L

Light/Pare
A ¢
) .
Sash ) |
T~ Meeting Rail
Snutter
L
| e
Sil b _T° —] O™ StutterDog
[
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Retain original windows
if possible. Insure that all
hardware is in good op-
erating condition. Insure
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522w Repair original windows
by patching, splicing, con-
solidating or otherwise re-
inforcing. Wood that ap-
dars to be in bad condition because
of| peeling paint or separated joints
offen can in fact be repaired.
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Uncover and repair cov-
ered-up windows and re-
install windows where
they have been blocked
If the window is no longer

, Replace windows only
1 when they are missing or
bevond repair. Recon-
struction should be

Dormer winaows vary according to the
style of the building from simple gsble
Do not use materials or o hig-rocted varietiss (zog) to more
finishes that radically O'Méte @na detaied cree (miadle) £o
o e th g h <he Crafosman etyle with its exoczed
J1ange the sas aept eaves and brackets.
of reveal, muntin con-
ation, the reflective quality or
lor of the glazing, or the appear-

atice of the frame.
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RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION 77

Windows

Windows may have many lights, have fixed or movable lights, be arched or square,
depending on the style of the building and how elaborate the detail.

Many windows can be grouped to form
composite windows and bay windows.

Summerville Historic District Guidelines




s RESIDENTIAL EILITATION

Wwindows

Use true divided lights
to replace similar ex-
amples and do not use

ExisTING THREE-PART COMPOSITE WINDOW

‘” “” ﬁ false muntins in the re-
] placement.
RECOMMENDED
Maintain and repair as
, na repal ez, Do not change the num-
needed original windows. P /o) . A
ki) ber, location, size, or

.
2
055
RO25£%5
10505
yeteds:
N,
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glazing pattern of win-
dows on primary eleva-
tions by cutting new openings,
NOT blocking in windows, or installing

TF iESQM“’:]ENDED replacement sash that does not fit
1R L i ng sureers the window opening.
L || toacomposite
AL _L L1l window. Shut-
3 ters, when ez Improve thermal effi-
L [ closed, should be gl ciency with weather
- f_ || #lerocover R stripping, storm win-
the entire ' .
g dows (preferably inte-
winaow.

rior), caulking, interior shades, and
. if appropriate for the building,
— e , blinds and awnings.

~ NOT RECOMMENDED

Adding storm windows
that do not have the

If using awnings, insure
A ‘ that they align with the

L fj:ﬁe T:fr:c afa i:sh 529/ opening being covered.
N I:listog:cdl;;:o:vs. " =~ Use colors that relate to
AL the colors of the house.

Use shutters only on
windows that show evi-

8 ' = NOT RECOMMENDED dence of their use in the
: 1 Replacing nistoric sash past. They should be

i 1 With new sash and wood (rather than metal or vinyl)

frames that do not and should be mounted on hinges.

i match tre origial The size of the shutters should re-

I winaow. sult in their covering the window

opening when closed. Avoid shut-
ters on composite or bay windows.




RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION s

The junction between the
roof and the wall is some-
times decorated with brack-
Deep eave with ets and moldings depending
::;pl:scd rafter on the architectural style.

' Sometimes, the wall extends
above the roof line forming
¢ xoosed roof a parapet wall that may be
bearms. decorated to visually com-
plete the design.

OPEN EAVE
Craftsman style

Entablature

Comice

Modillion blocks

Fave return

CORNICE
Classical, Colonial Revival Style

\ COpng

: Curved and
stepped parapet
| wail
|
!

\ R
PARAPET WALL
Mission Style

LS




RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION

Comices, Parapets and Eaves

Repair rather than re-
place the cornice. Do
not remove elements
such as brackets or

blocks which are part of the origi-

Match materials, deco-
rative details, and pro-
files of the existing
original cornice design

whef making repairs.

CAICA I K X

%

st olated
L NCs oy

RO

Do not replace an
original cornice with a
new one that conveys
a different period,

If the cornice is miss-
ing, The replacement
should be based on

physical evidence, or

barring that, be compatible with
the ¢riginal building.

This house has a combina-
tion of roof junction
treatments. at the roof,
the rafters are exposed
as in the Craftsman style
wherezs the porch has a
Classical pediment, cornice
and columns.

This porch is an excellent
example of the Craftsman
style eave and structural
expression.

The comice of this
Second Empire style
house has scrolled
brackets and an unusual
sawtooth frieze in its
entablature. Also note
brackets on roof dormers
and in porch composition.

Su
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_RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION s

Roof

One of the most important elements of a structure, the
oof serves as the “cover” to protect the building from the
lements. Good roof maintenance is absolutely critical

r the roof’s preservation and for the preservation of the
est of the structure.

Clay tile roofs are found on many
styles of buildings in the district from
Tudor and Italian Renaissance to
Spanish Eclectic.

FAR LEFT. Slate roof

LEFT: Metal roof including standing
seam on porch roof and metal shingles
on the body of the house.

FAR LEFT: Wood shingles.
LEFT: Asbestos shingles.

—



IQIDENTIAL IQEHABIITTIO

Retain elements such
as chimneys, skylights,
and light wells that con-
tribute to the style and
cter of the building.
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When replacing a
roof, match original
materials as closely
as possible. Avoid,
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t shingles as this would dra-
atically alter the building’s
searance. Tile, metal, stand-

als, except the asbestos
ingles, are still available.
hen the exact material is not
available, attempt to match
pattern, color and size as
clogely as possible.

NOT RECOMMENDED

Do not add new ele-

Place solar collectors
33 ments such as vents,

Maintain critical flashing
and antennae on non-

around joints and ensure

proper functioning of the character defining \&&& Skyl%ghts, or additional

gutter system. roofs or roofs of non- stories that would be
historic adjacent build- visible on the primary

Ventilate the astic space ings. elevations of the build-

to prevent condensa- mng.

tion.




RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION s

Masonry

asonry includes brick, stone, terra cotta, concrete, tile,
ortar and stucco. Masonry is used on cornices, pedi-
ents, lintels, sills, and decorative features, as well as for
uilding walls, retaining walls, and chimneys. Color, tex-

e, mortar joint type, and patterns of the masonry help
efine the overall character of a building.

ost of the major masonry problems can be avoided with
onitoring and prevention. Prevent water from causing
eterioration by insuring proper drainage, removing veg-
ation too close to the building, repairing leaking roof
d gutter systems, securing loose flashing around chim-
eys, and caulking joints between masonry and wood.
epair cracks and unsound mortar with mortar and ma-
nry that matches the historic material.

ABOVE: Stucco wall and brick chimney. ABOVE: Stucco wall and piaster window
BELOW: Flemish bond brick pattern and deccration.
¢ast concrete guoins.

ABCVE: Cast stone balustrade.

BELOW: Marble scrolled console used as
BELOW: Random coursed stone with a porch decoration.

grapevine mortar joints.

Samma wﬂie Histgnc Dzsmci Gmdehnes




Retain historic ma-
sonry features that are
important in defining
the overall character of
the building.

Repair damaged ma-
sonry features by
patching, piecing in, or
consolidating to match

ite masonry feature if possible.
The|size, texture, color, and pat-
ternj of masonry units, as well as
montar joint size and tooling
d be respected.

Repair cracks in ma-
sonry as they allow
moisture penetration
and consequently, de-
terigration. Insure that they do
not fndicate structural settling or
detdrioration.

Carefully remove dete-
riorated mortar and
masonry in a way that
does not damage the
maspnry piece, such as brick, or
the [masonry surrounding the
damaged area. Duplicate mortar
in sfrength, composition, color
and [texture.

St

Repair stucco or plas-
tering by removing
loose material and
patching with a new
material that is similar in com-
position, color, and texture.

Patch stone in small ar-
eas with a cementitious
material which, like
mortar, should be
weaker than the masonry being
repaired and should be mixed
accordingly. This type of work
should be done by skilled crafts-

men.

Repair broken stone
or carved details with
epoxies. Application
of such materials
should be undertaken by skilled
craftsmen.

y Discourage the use of
waterproof, water-re-
pellent, or nonhistoric
coatings on masonry.
They often aggravate rather than
solve moisture problems.

mmerville Historic District Guidelines
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RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION

Clean masonry only
when necessary to re-
move heavy paint
buildup, halt deteriora-
tion, or remove heavy soiling.
Use chemical paint and dirt re-
movers formulated for masonry.
Use a low-pressure wash, equiva-
lent to the pressure in a garden

hose, to remove chemicals and
clean building.

Never sandblast any
masonry.
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Generally leave un-
painted masonry un-
painted. See Paint sec-
tion on page 89 for in-
formation on repainting masonry.




RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION &5

REAIRTIRARIIRAS morpeo”s NP R R A PR A

The flexibility of wood has made it the most common
building material throughout much of America’s building
history. Because it can be easily shaped by sawing, plan-
ing, carving, and gouging, wood is used for a broad range
of decorative elements such.as cornices, brackets, shut-
ters, columns, storefronts, and trim on windows and doors.
In addition, wood is used in major elements such as fram-

ing, siding, and shingles.

Carved and turned wood porch
elements.

ABOVE: German siding
BELOW: Wood shingies

Carved brackets supporting rcot
rafters.
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so| IQESIDENTIAL REHABRILITATION

Wood

Retain wood as the
skl dominant framing,
€2P9/ cladding, and decora-
tive material for

Retain wood features
that define the overall
character of the build-
ing. Repair rotted sec-
ith new wood, epoxy con-

Replace wood ele-
ments only when they
are rotted beyond re-
pair. Match the origi-
material and design or use
substitute materials that convey
the same visual appearance.
Base|the design of reconstructed
elerrImts on pictorial or physical
evidénce from the actual build-
ing rather than from similar
buildings in the area.

Avoid using unpainted
pressure-treated wood
except for structural
members that will be
near| the ground and outdoor
floog decking.

For cleaning and re-
painting wood, see the
Paint Section of these
guidelines on page 89.

Summaerville Historic District Guidelines
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Metals

Various architectural metals are used on historic houses
in Summerville. Cast iron, steel, pressed tin, copper, alu-
inum, bronze, galvanized sheet metal, and zinc are some
f the metals that occur mainly in cornices, light fixtures,
ecorative elements such as balconies and grates and in

When cleaning metals
is necessary, use the
gentlest means pos-
sible. Do not sandblast
opper, lead, or tin. See the Paint
ection of these guidelines on
page 89 for additional informa-
ion on cleaning and preparing
urfaces for repainting.

Do not remove the
patina of metals such
as bronze or copper
since it provides a pro- -
ective coating and is a histori- . TOP LEFT: Metaibaicony.

. _ ABOVE. Light fixture and window grate.
ally significant finish. BELOW. Fonce.

Repair or replace met-
| als as necessary, using

identical or compatible
materials. Some met-
ls are incompatible and should
ot be placed together without a
$eparation material such as non-
porous, neoprene gaskets or bu-
vl rubber caulking.

Summerville Historic District Guidelines




4 RESIDENTIAL REHAPILITATION

Synthetic Siding

A building’s historic character is a combination of its de-
sign, age, setting, and materials. The exterior walls of a
bujlding, because they are so visible, play a very impor-
tant role in defining its historic appearance. Wood clap-
boards, wood shingles, wood board-and-batten, brick,
stane, stucco or a combination of the above materials all
haye distinctive characteristics. Synthetic materials can
neyer have the same patina, texture, or lightreflective
qualities.

THese modern materials have changed over time, but have
inqluded asbestos, asphalt, vinyl, aluminum, and new tabby
anfl have been used to artificially create the appearance
of brick, stone, shingle, stucco and wood siding surfaces.

Synthetic siding is not |
appropriate in the dis- |
trict. In addition to
changing the appear-
ance of a historic building, syn-
thetic siding can make mainte-
nance more difficult because it
covers up potential problems that
can become more serious. Arti-
ficial siding, once it dents or
fades, needs painting just as fre-
quently as wood.

, Remove synthetic sid-

31 ing and restore origi-

% nal building material,

if possible. Artificial siding aces not have the same
visual quality as originai materiais and
it may cover probiems. In this exampie,

i there is a noticezpie bow in the wall, a

condition that is being camouflaged by
; the siding and may need investigation.

| Summerville Historic District Guidelines
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A GumE To CoLOR PLACEMENT AND SELECTION

Placed correctly, color accentu-
ates details of the building. Gen-
erally for residential buildings,
walls and trim can be painted
contrasting colors, with doors
and shutters a third, accent color.
A fourth color may be appropri-
ate for very elaborate Queen
Anne houses but, even then, in-
dividual details generally should
not be highlighted since this may
give a disjointed appearance to
a house.

Greek Revival: When the
walls' are red brick, the trim is
frequently painted white. On a
wood frame Greek Revival
House, the walls should be
painted a light color such as
white or off-white with a contrast-
ing darker tone paint color on
the shutters.

Italianate: Pale pastel wall
colors accented with an even
lighter trim color characterize the
Italianate style. Trim elements
such as brackets, window and
door surrounds and columns can
be accentuated through the use
of a light paint color. Shutters
can be painted in a contrasting
darker tone.

Second Empire: Deep, rich
colors such as rusts, greens,
browns, and reds can be used
on the wall surfaces and trim of
Second Empire-era houses. The
trim and wall surfaces can be
painted in contrasting colors such
as rust for the walls and green
for the trim such that the trim
work and detailing is empha-
sized. If authentic color schemes
like this are not desired, then
tinted wall color and light color
trim would be appropriate.

RESIDENTIAL REHABILITATION

Queen Anne: Deep, rich col-
ors such as greens, rusts, reds,
and browns can be used on the
exterior trim and walls of late-
Victorian-era houses. Keep in
mind that some darker colors
may chalk and fade more quickly
than lighter colors. The impor-
tant objective is to emphasize the
many textures of these highly
ornate structures. Shingles can
be painted a different color from
the siding on the same building.
It is best to treat similar elements
with the same color to achieve a
unified rather than an overly busy
and disjointed appearance. On
very ornate houses, more colors
can be used.
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Victorian (vernacular
and vernacular cottage):
Same as Queen Anne style.

Colonial Revival: Softer col-
ors should be used on these
buildings, with the trim painted
white or ivory, since this style re-
flects a return to classical motifs.

Neoclassical Revival: Light
colors such as yellows, grays, and
whites can be used on the Neo-
classical Revival house. For ex-
ample, light yellow walls might
have a complimentary white trim
which slightly accentuates the
trim work but make the entire
composition read as a whole.
Shutters may be painted in a con-
trasting much darker color such
as a deep green or black.

RESIDENTIAL REHABIL

Italian Renaissance Re-
vival: Typically the Italian Re-
naissance house is constructed
with a stuccoed exterior which
should be a light earthtone color.
The color may come from the
stucco itself and should not be
painted in this case. Trim work
can be emphasized through the
use of a lighter paint color in the
white-to-off-white range.

Tudor Revival: The Tudor
Revival style features half timber-
ing members which are accentu-
ated through the use of a dark

. brown paint color as is trim. The

stuccoed walls in the background
are also in the earthtone ranges,
but much lighter.

Trim Coior w

/ Wall Ceicr

BpEE Adcbnt Color

Q1

TATION

Paint

French Eclectic: The
French Eclectic style is similar to
the Neoclassical style in terms of
painting schemes. The walls are
typically painted a light yellow,
gray, or off white with a white
trim and contrasting shutter color
such as black or deep green.

Mission Style: The walls of
these house are typically stuc-
coed in a light earthtone color
with contrasting darker trim
which can be in the brown fam-

ily.

Bungalows: Natural earth
tones and stains of tans, greens,
and grays are most appropriate
for this style, using color to em-
phasize the many textures and
surfaces.
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