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What’s happening in and around the City of Augusta for July 2021
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City of Augusta launches electric bus
preview
The City of Augusta is one step closer to adding a new, eco-friendly bus to its public
transportation.
In June, Augusta Transit held a preview of New Flyer of America, Inc.’s Xcelsior CHARGE
electric bus to collect data on whether they should integrate electric buses into the City’s
transit system.
The test drive is a part of the City’s effort to build a robust application for a competitive
grant to integrate electric buses into the city’s transit system. As part of the grant process,
Augusta is having four leading electric bus manufacturers showcase their vehicles this
year, with New Flyer being the first. With this premiere launch, Augusta Transit is looking
to provide the City with a glimpse into a possible turning point for Augusta's transit system.
Read the full article in Government Technology.
The next electric bus preview will feature a bus by Build Your Dreams (BYD) North
America, the world’s largest electric vehicle manufacturer for the past three years, in both
consumer and commercial/industrial electric vehicles. The bus will run eight hours a day on
the following routes:
Tuesday, July 27, from 6:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.- Route 1 Walton Way Blue Line
Wednesday, July 28, from 6:30 a.m. to 1:50 p.m.- Route 6 Gordon Highway Brown Line
Thursday, July 29, from 11 a.m. to 7:15 p.m.- Route 9 Lumpkin Road Red Line
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Augusta partners
with Walton Option
for virtual forum

Fare collections
resume for riders
Fare collection has resumed on all Augusta
Transit and Richmond County Transit bus
services, effective July 15. Riders of
Augusta Transit buses, ADA/Paratransit
Services, and Richmond County Transit
Buses will now be expected to pay for any
and all trips. Additionally, capacity control
has been lifted, and all Augusta Transit and
Richmond County Transit buses are now
operating at full capacity.

Walton Options will host Gathering- Phase
II, a virtual open-forum for City of Augusta
residents to discuss transportation service
barriers and offer input on the upcoming
Richmond County Public Transit
Improvement Project. This online event will
be held from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on
Thursday, July 29. Click here to register
your place in the conversation.

Join the Community
Emergency
Response Team

Augusta, United
Way launch rental
assistance program
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The City of Augusta has partnered with
United Way of the CSRA to launch a Sigh
of Relief, an emergency rental and utilities
assistance program aimed to help families
and individuals remain in their homes
during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
program is funded through a $6 million
grant to Augusta-Richmond County from
the U.S. Department of Treasury. Find out
if you qualify for rent or utilities assistance
by visiting uwcsra.org, calling 211, or
texting RENT to 50503.

When disaster strikes, citizens play a role
in keeping their communities safe. The City
of Augusta is now offering training sessions
for anyone interested in being a part of the
Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT). This program provides free
training in emergency preparedness and in
basic response techniques to take a more
active role in personal and public safety.
Classes begin Aug. 31. For more
information, call 706-821-1155.

Augusta begins to address blight
The demolishing of blighted property is underway throughout the City of Augusta as part of
the City’s Redevelopment Area and Blighted Properties Program Ordinance. With this new
initiative, city officials seek to improve the aesthetics in certain neighborhoods and fulfill the
city’s commitment to improving quality of life for residents. View the video below to watch
the tearing down of a distressed property on Sherman Street.
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What the blight
ordinance means for
Augusta
In a recent episode of WJBF’s Local Living,
City Administrator Odie Donald, II, and
Housing and Community Development
Director Hawthorne Welcher, Jr., explain
how the blight ordinance will impact the
City of Augusta. Plus, they share updates
on Kendrick Place. Watch here.

City of Augusta to host citywide career fair
and career coaching workshops
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The City of Augusta will host its first citywide job fair on Friday, July 30, from 1-6 p.m. at
the Salvation Army Kroc Center, located at 1833 Broad St.
A variety of companies will be represented, including Augusta Technical College, AugustaRichmond County, Burke County Sheriff’s Office, and the Richmond County Board of
Education. Opportunities include full- and part-time employment and internships.
This event is open to the public, and real-time employment updates from the event will be
posted on the Augusta-Richmond County’s LinkedIn page and the Augusta-Richmond
County Human Resources Department’s Facebook page.
Augusta’s Human Resources Department is also launching the GROW Project, an initiative
that provides free career coaching to help attendees gain professional skills to accelerate
their job search and build confidence.
Building a strong resume and strengthening interview skills will be the focus of the
seminars being held July 24 from 9-11 a.m. and noon- 2 p.m. in the Linda Beazley
Community Meeting Room in the Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Building, located at
535 Telfair St.
To register for the GROW Project workshops, contact Felicia Cretella, Employee Relations
Analyst in the Augusta- Richmond County Human Resources Department, at 706-8261377 or email fcretella@augustaga.gov

City of Augusta welcomes new leadership
The City of Augusta welcomes two new additions to the Augusta family, Chief Antonio
Burden and Director Brooks Stayer.
Chief Burden is an accomplished public servant with 30 years of professional firefighting
experience. He will serve as the chief of the Augusta Fire Department and Emergency
Management. Director Stayer is a respected leader in waste management services with
over 20 years of experience, and he will take over the helm of the city’s Environmental
Services Department.
Learn more about Chief Burden by watching his recent interview with WJBF’s Brad
Means on The Means Report.
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Chief Antonio Burden

Director Brooks Stayer

Eight employees celebrate 25 years or
more with the City of Augusta
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The City of Augusta proudly embraces an organizational culture that evolves not only
through its values but also by hiring the right people. That culture over the years has been
able to retain talent and attract the next generation of leaders of this city.
For the month of June, eight employees celebrated 25 years or more with an additional 18
employees celebrating five, ten, fifteen, or twenty years of service.
Administrator Odie Donald II said, “We appreciate and applaud the efforts and dedication
of these and all employees. Each are a very significant part of our team and we look
forward to all of the great things they will accomplish in the upcoming years.”
Below is a list of employees celebrating 25 years or more, including Norma Lee, 45 years
with Augusta Utilities; Gary Hewett, 35 years with the Richmond County Sheriff’s Office;
Nicolas Wright, 30 years with the Augusta Fire Department; Herb Barnett, 25 years with
the Richmond County Sheriff’s Office; and Kris Kennedy, 25 years with the Richmond
County Sheriff’s Office. Employees not pictured include Bruce Williams, 25 years with the
Richmond County Sheriff’s Office; James May, 25 years with the Augusta Fire Department;
and Robert Holliday, 25 years with the Augusta Fire Department.
Click here to view a complete list of this year’s employee anniversary milestones.
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Happening Around Town
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Local museum named #1 on Trip Advisor
If you’re a thrill-seeking traveler on a budget, you should add Pexcho’s American Dime
Museum to your list of destinations. Located in Downtown Augusta, the museum displays
roughly 600 bizarre artifacts at any one time, including the Jar of Death, sheepman,
leopard chicken, or even a cyclops fish. No wonder the museum is currently named #1 on
Trip Advisor for local history museums. Read more in Roadside America.

New DDA & EDA
branding
The Downtown Development Authority of
Augusta and the Augusta Economic
Development Authority have updated their
websites. Check out the Downtown
Development Authority website and the
Augusta Economic Development Authority
website.
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Showcase your business
at Taste of Augusta

Showcase your business in Augusta
University’s Taste of Augusta Community
Fair, an interactive event that offers local
businesses a chance to promote their
services and build relationships with
Augusta University students. This event will
be held from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Thursday, Aug. 26. Contact Augusta
University’s Student Life & Engagement by
5 p.m. on Aug. 1 to reserve your spot.

Who’s in town?

Tourists will be heading to the Augusta
area for several regional and national
events happing this month. View a list of
these activities below:
Nike Peach Jam. July 13-25
6th Episcopal District 2021 Leadership
Conference. July 20-23
Church of the Living God International,
Inc.’s 2021 Southeast Jurisdictional
Youth and Young Adult Conference. July
23-25.

Augusta Parks and Recreation welcomes
back the Candlelight Music Series
It’s been a long wait, but Augusta Parks and Recreation is excited to welcome back the
Candlelight Music Series now through Sept. 5 on Sundays at the Augusta Common
beginning at 7:30pm. This FREE family event is a great way to kick off your work week.

11

Augusta Parks & Recreation opens Fall
Youth Sports registration
Augusta’s Parks and Recreation Department is gearing up for its youth fall athletic
programs. Registration will take place online only from July 19 – July 30. This fall’s sports
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offerings include football (flag and tackle), soccer, cheerleading, baseball, and softball.
This year they will also offer for the first time KICKBALL. Click here for more information or
to register for upcoming sessions.

On location with the City Administrator
Administrator Odie Donald II visited Augusta Utilities’ Metering Division for his latest edition
of Leadership on Location. During his visit, he met with staff and got a chance to get a
firsthand look at Metering operations while discussing ways to improve and make billing
and metering services more efficient. Be sure to follow Mr. Donald’s office visits on the
city’s Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Instagram.
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City Administrator
Donald named to
NFBPA Board of
Directors
The national chapter of the National Forum
for Black Public Administrators has named
City Administrator Odie Donald, II, to their
Board of Directors. NFBPA is the principal
and most progressive organization
dedicated to the advancement of black
public leadership in local and state
governments.

Information
Technology
Department’s
Annual Report
The City of Augusta’s Information
Technology Department continues to
provide quality service and you can learn
more about their outstanding
accomplishments in their 2020 Information
Technology Department Annual Report.

Get to know your
Commissioner
Did you know the city of Augusta has 10
districts? Click here to find out which
commissioner represents your area.
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Mayor Pro-Tem to
hold Breakfast and
Town Hall
Mayor Pro-Tem Bobby Williams will host a
breakfast and town hall for District 5
residents. The event will be held at 9:15
a.m. Saturday, July 24, at the Henry H.
Brigham Community Center, located at
2463 Golden Camp Rd.

District 4 monthly
meetings with
Commissioner Sias
Get the latest news on what’s happening in
District 4 by attending Commission
Sammie Sias’ monthly breakfasts held at 9
a.m. every 2nd Saturday at the Jamestown
Community Center.

Storytime with
Commissioner
Johnson
As part of the Augusta Library’s Summer
Reading Program, District 1 Commissioner
Jordan Johnson held virtual book reading
sessions every Friday in June. Visit the
Augusta Library Facebook page to watch
playbacks of Storytime with Commissioner
Jordan Johnson.

Stay connected with the City of Augusta
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View our online services
· Call 311 Customer Service to request information or services.
· Use GIS Online Maps to access maps of the city of Augusta
· View Augusta Commission agendas, minutes and video
· Sign up for community emergency alerts
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Community Events
Augusta Commission’s Redistricting
Subcommittee meeting. July 20, noon- 1
p.m.
Augusta Commission Meeting. July 20,
2021, 2-5 p.m.
Augusta Commission Special Called
Meeting on the American Rescue Plan.
July 21, noon- 1 p.m.
Transit Citizens Advisory Committee
Meeting. July 22, 4-5 p.m.
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[NOTICE: This message originated outside of the City of Augusta's mail system -- DO NOT CLICK on links,
open attachments or respond to requests for information unless you are sure the content is safe.]
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