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REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2020 5:30 P.M.

The meeting was conducted in a virtual format

AGENDA

Note: The meeting type and location is subject to change in the ongoing effort to provide Covid19 protection.  You may wish to contact the office on the meeting day to confirm the meeting (706-821-1796).

THOSE PRESENT:

Lucien Williams, Chair			Nathan Vick					
Leon Maben					Dave Barbee	
John McBrayer				Valerie Kelly 
Brandon Dial, Vice-Chair 	

THOSE ABSENT:

Jimmy Anderson				Robert Jones
Andrew Williams
Carla Delaney, Deputy Director
Erik Engle, Senior Planner			

OTHERS PRESENT:

Mary Elizabeth Burgess, Development Services Manager 
Lois Schmidt, Recording Secretary
Robyn Anderson, Historic Augusta
2 petitioners/members of the public

Chairman Mr. Williams called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and read the Opening Statement.

1. COA-20-17 - Certificate of Appropriateness – 990 Broad Street – Sean Wight – requesting to revise the approved plans of COA-19-20 and change the half brick wall to wooden slats and add wooden slats to the top of the building. – Downtown - Tax Map 037-3-141-00-0

Mr. Engle read COA-20-17 and asked that the staff report be entered into the record and presented the following findings:

· The property located at 990 Broad Street is a two-story commercial building with around 3700 square feet with addition rear square footage of what was an automobile detailing business.  According to tax records, the building was constructed in 1936, but is suspected to have been around long before that with renovations done in the 40s.  
· Previously known as the Goodrich Tire retail store, the building is contributing to the overall Downtown historic fabric due to its age and significance to the overall urban fabric. 
· The Historic Preservation Commission approved a previous application requesting for a new recessed storefront at its June 2019 meeting.  Renovations have begun on the 10th Street façade.  
· The applicant is proposing a modification to the originally approved recessed storefront on Broad Street. 
· They are proposing a more contemporary aesthetic to be featured by updated the brick knee wall with wooden slats to enclose the outdoor patio area.  
· The plan also calls for wood cladding on the existing upper façade/soffit facing Broad Street to be wrapped around the front portion of the 10th Street façade.  

· Exterior materials proposed:
1. Wood slat fencing with steel posts (painted black) to enclose the proposed covered patio
2. Existing steel column supports to remain (painted black)
3. Free-standing metal and glass double entry door
4. Full height sliding wood barn door on track
5. Glass and aluminum storefront, including mullions and doors 

Signage details and lighting for such is unknown at this time.    

Staff recommends the commission approve the request with the condition of:

1. Omission of the floating door on the patio
2. Install the wood planks with block backer as to not severely damage the existing façade material

Other considerations --
1. The applicant may want to consider omitting the wood plank on the upper façade to better highlight the proposed soffit feature


Historic Augusta commented that they do not disagree with the proposed plan but recommends that “...new materials be installed on furring so that if in the future the wood can be easily removed and the original storefront exposed. Will the proposed barn door feature cover existing storefront on the 10th St. façade? ... If the property owner were to reduce the amount of wood above the awning, the existing stucco would act as a natural highlight to the new wooden design element...”

Mr. Sean Wight, Frog Hollow Group, 334 Rainsford Rd., Edgefield, South Carolina was present on behalf of the petition.

Mr. Wight stated they are reducing the level of recessed entry and changing the brick to wood to better serve the restaurant that is now going to occupy the space. The barn door will not cover any storefront but will slide over the stucco wall.  The building will now have 2 restaurants and the original TacoCat is going to use the rear suite and a Modern Fusion Noodle Bowl restaurant will use the subject suite.  The wood will better suit the Asian theme. The wood fence around the patio area will be moveable to allow for more seating options given the Covid 19 restrictions.  The barn door will allow the patio area to be screened on that side and to provide security when closed.

There were no concerned citizens present.

Chairman Mr. Williams asked if the extension and/or barn door will impede the sidewalk.

Mr. Wight said no it will all conform to City regulations for sidewalk seating but an enclosure for the patio area is required when serving alcohol.  The awning or soffit extension will stay as on the 2019 plan so in the current concept some of the outdoor seating will be uncovered.  The columns you see supporting the awning are structural and cannot be removed.

Commissioner Mr. Vick asked if the door and fencing can be moved for security and seating is that the same reason for the floating doors.

Mr. Wight said yes.

Commissioner Mr. Vick asked if the wood on the building that will be above the soffit can be removed to allow the soffit to stand out more.

Commissioner Mr. Vick also asked if the wood will have a backing.

Mr. Wight said yes the wood is an aesthetic not structural change.

Commissioner Mr. McBrayer asked if it will removable at some future date should a future tenant want to.

Mr. Wight said yes and then the stucco could be repaired.

Chairman Mr. Williams asked if there was any specific reason to removing the top wood.

Mr. Engle said just to highlight the wrapped soffit.

Mr. Wight said it will be easily removed. He would consider reducing the wood and explained that signage may be place there.

Commissioner Mr. Maben asked if the old storefront was being maintained.

Mr. Wight said no it was being recessed as it was approved last June.

Commissioner Mr. Maben asked if the side of the building was still the same.

Mr. Wight said yes as presented last year.

Commissioner Ms. Kelly said she would like to see the top wood reduced.

Mr. Wight asked for the recommendation.

Mr. Engle read the following:

1. Omission of the floating door on the patio
2. Install the wood planks with block backer as to not severely damage the existing façade material

Other considerations --
2. The applicant may want to consider omitting the wood plank on the upper façade to better highlight the proposed soffit feature

Chairman Mr. Williams said he really didn’t see a problem with it as proposed.

Mr. Wight stated he would prefer to keep it as proposed as it goes with the Asian theme.

Chairman Mr. Williams said it will make it stand out on the block.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mr. Vick that COA-20-17 be APPROVED with the following condition:

1. Install the wood planks with block backer as to not severely damage the existing façade material

MOTION seconded by Commissioner Mr. Barbee.  MOTION carried unanimously.

2. COA-20-18 - Certificate of Appropriateness – Nicholas Dickinson, on behalf of The Augusta Heritage Academy, requesting to construct a 2-story gymnasium with classroom space on the main campus of the Heritage Academy at 333 Greene Street – Olde Town – Tax Map 047-2-264-00-0

Mr. Engle read COA-20-18 and asked that the staff report be entered into the record and presented the following findings:

· The property located at 333 Greene Street, previously known as The Houghton School contains a two-story building originally built in 1916 according to tax records. 
· The site has always been used for institutional purposes beginning in the 1851, with the death of John Houghton, who bequeathed the land to the City of Augusta for the purpose of building a school for the poor children of Augusta. 
· It was opened in 1853.  In the 1890s it became the first public elementary school.  
· Unfortunately, the original structure burned in the fire of 1916.  
· The current school building was designed by architect Lloyd Preacher in the Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival style.  Characterized by terracotta or cast concrete ornaments, other existing architectural features include a low-pitched terracotta roof, ornate curved parapet, stucco exterior, and 9-over-1 double-hung windows.  
· The overall footprint of the structure is roughly 25,000 square feet, 50,000 sf total.  The lot is 1.97 acres.  
· The building is contributing to the Olde Town Historic District.  It should be noted there is currently a historic preservation easement on this particular property. 
· Heritage Academy plans to construct a separate structure on their current site located at 333 Greene Street.  
· The new gymnasium will consist of 2 floors and include a main lobby, a fitness room, locker rooms and four classrooms.  
· It will match the architectural style of the main building. 
· The overall size of the structure proposed is roughly 15,172 square feet positioned at the rear of the property fronting Ellis Street.  
· The proposal consists of like materials to that of the existing school and is inspired by the Spanish/Mission style overall.  

The proposal meets the following guidelines for new construction:
1. Compatible in size, scale, and massing
2. Roof form
3. Orientation toward Ellis Street
4. Similar setbacks
5. Windows
6. Materials

Staff recommends approval of the new construction as proposed.  

Historic Augusta commented that they”... hold a preservation easement on this building; all proposed exterior alterations and new construction on the lot must be reviewed and approved by Historic Augusta. We are pleased to see this project move forward and recommend that it receive a Certificate of Appropriateness…”

Mr. Nick Dickinson, Dickinson Architects, 771 Broad Street, Augusta was present on behalf of the petition.

Mr. Dickinson concurred with the staff report and was willing to answer any questions.

There were no questions from the Commission.

There were no concerned citizens present.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mr. Dial that COA-20-18 be APPROVED as presented; seconded by Commissioner Mr. Barbee. MOTION carried unanimously.

3. Legal Session			None per staff.

	Real Estate
	Personnel
	Litigation

4. Minutes from July 23, 2020

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Mr. Barbee that Minutes from July 23, 2020 be APPROVED as presented; seconded by Commissioner Mr. McBrayer MOTION carried unanimously.

MEETING ADJOURNED
